FREDERIC CHOPIN AND GEORGE SAND

But how does the matter stand when there is genius
on both sides, and self-sacrifice of either party
entails loss to the world ? By the way, is it not very
selfish and hypocritical of this world which generally
does so little for men of genius to demand that
women shall entirely, self-denyingly devote them-
selves to their gifted lovers ? Well, both George
Sand and Chopin had to do work worth doing, and,
if one of them was hampered by the other in doing
it, the dissolution of the union was justified."

Actually, it seems to me that George Sand gave
more to Chopin than she ever received in return.
With her own burden of genius to carry, she
attempted lovingly and faithfully to carry his too,
through ten of the most fruitful years of his life;
and we who care nowadays more for his music than
for her books should gratefully remember this to
her everlasting credit.